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come into the Union until she should have a population
sufficient to elect one member of Congress on the ratio
prescribed by law. The form of submission to a popular
vote was to be: "Proposition accepted/' or "Proposition
rejected." If there was a majority of acceptances, the
territory should be admitted as a state at once. Senator
Seward and Representative Howard, Republican mem-
bers of the conference committee, dissented from the re-
port. This bill passed the House.

Douglas made a dignified speech against the English
Bill, showing that it was in the nature of a bribe to the
people to vote in a particular way. Although he did not
think that the bribe would prevail, he could not accept
the principle. The bill nevertheless passed on the last
day of April, and on the 2d of August the English propo-
sition was voted down by the people of Kansas by an
overwhelming majority. The Lecompton Constitution
thus disappeared from sublunary affairs, and John Cal-
houn disappeared from Kansas as soon as steps were
taken to look into the returns of previous elections can-
vassed by him.

The opinion of a man of high position on the attitude
of President Buchanan toward Lecomptonism is found in
another letter to Trumbull:

J. D. Caton, chief justice of the supreme court of Illinois,
Ottawa, March 6, 1858, does not think all the Presidents and
all the Cabinets and all the Congresses and all the supreme
courts and all the slaveholders on earth, with all the constitutions
that could be drawn, could ever make Kansas a slave state.
".No, there has been no such expectation, and I do not believe
desire on the part of the present administration to make it a
slave state, but as he [Buchanan] had already been pestered to
death with it, he resolved to make it a state as soon as possible,
and thus being rid of it, let them fight it out as they liked. In
this mood the Southern members of the Cabinet found him whenhe Union
